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ACE MENTOR PROGRAM RECOGNIZES TOP AFFILIATES
--- Connecticut Chapter Named “Affiliate of the Year,”

Frederick, Maryland Chapter Named “Emerging Affiliate” ---

Stamford, CT, November 19, 2007 - The Architecture, Construction and Engineering Mentor Program (ACE) has recognized two regional chapters with its top awards. The Connecticut program was named the “ACE Affiliate of the Year” and the Frederick, Maryland program was named “Emerging Affiliate of the Year.” 
The third-largest ACE affiliate in the country, the Connecticut program involves more than 250 students through its chapters in Stamford, New Haven, Bridgeport/Stratford, Hartford, and Waterbury. It was recognized for its career mentoring and design projects. 

The Frederick, MD affiliate, which just completed its second year, was recognized for overcoming the unique challenges of being located in a rural area to succeed in completing a number of innovative projects and increasing the number of its scholarship recipients. It includes 40 students from all nine Frederick County school districts. 
“These mentors and students truly honor us and deserve all the credit for their accomplishments,” said Dr. Charles H. Thornton, Founder and Chairman of ACE. “Their passion and drive have been an inspiration and we look forward to their continued success as they embark on careers in the industry.” 
The ACE Mentor Program of Connecticut focuses on bringing together students with over 100 mentors from the architecture, construction, and engineering industries. The program is open to students in all 169 towns in the state, with a particular emphasis on the most disadvantaged urban areas, where students are in the most need of mentoring opportunities.
One of the most significant mentoring activities of 2007 for the Connecticut program was the Hartford Chapter of ACE’s partnership with Bright Star Vision, a grassroots support organization based in West Hartford, which focuses on providing aid and resources to the Village of Dalive in Ghana. ACE students took the lead role in providing the designs, furniture, and supplies for the construction of a three-room kindergarten schoolhouse, which will enable students to be taught in a classroom setting instead of outdoors. Mentors guided the ACE students through all aspects of the project’s development, from concept through presentation, and construction is currently underway in Ghana.

In the last year, the ACE Mentor Program of Connecticut has also emphasized the importance of sustainability in design and everyday living and was recognized as one of nine finalists in CTGreen9, both for its work on the schoolhouse in Ghana and its incorporation of sustainable design features into the plan for a three-block, mixed-use complex in New Haven. In addition, the New Haven Chapter of ACE created a new curriculum for use by schools with student participation in the organization. 

The ACE Mentor Program of Frederick acts as a virtual extension of the educational programs of the local school system. Led by the Bechtel Corporation, the affiliate uses student-to-student outreach to recruit new participants and has increased the number of students accepted to maximum capacity.
The Frederick affiliate completed a number of challenging projects in 2007 including the design and construction of a water distribution system and a catapult design/build competition. Its returning first-year students also submitted a project for the first annual CIRT/ACE national competition.
ACE is dedicated to educating students across the country about jobs in architecture, construction and engineering and providing mentoring to those students interested in pursuing related careers. The organization recently launched an initiative backed by a coalition of the market’s top companies - including Turner Construction, EMCOR Group, PSI, Gilbane Building Company, and McGraw Hill Construction, among many others - to address the growing need for skilled professionals in the field. The program includes localized outreach and mentoring to students in the 90 markets across the country where ACE has a presence, and beyond. It also includes national advertising, a newly designed website (www.acementor.org), and collateral materials, including a range of posters and a brochure, all designed to engage students, parents, and educational institutions and communicate the potential of careers in architecture, construction, engineering, and related fields. 
According to McGraw-Hill Construction, the U.S. construction industry employs over 7 million people and generates over $230 billion per year, accounting for more than 8 percent of activity in the economy and more than 10 percent of all businesses. However, current statistics project that the need for qualified, skilled individuals working in the field will soon far exceed the supply, with over 1 million job openings by 2012. The ACE Mentor Program is dedicated to filling that gap by helping to identify students and nurture them as they embark on careers in the field.  
About the ACE Mentor Program

The ACE Mentor Program was founded by the principals of leading design and construction firms, to introduce high school students to career opportunities in the industry. The mission of the organization is twofold: to enlighten and motivate students toward architecture, construction, engineering, and related careers; and to provide mentoring opportunities for future designers and constructors. ACE makes a special attempt to reach students that otherwise may not become aware of the challenges and rewards of a career in the design and construction industry. Visit us at www.acementor.org.
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