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COLORADO ACE MENTOR PROGRAM ADDS

FOUR MEMBERS TO BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

DENVER, CO, February 27, 2008 - The Denver, Colorado affiliate of the Architecture, Construction and Engineering (ACE) Mentor Program announced that it has added four local construction executives to its Board of Directors – Jeff Mack, General Manager, Turner Construction; Richard O’Brecht, retired Executive Director, Associated General Contractors of Colorado; John Norris, Principal, Norris Design; and Jeff Hinners, Vice President, Valleycrest Landscape Development.

Created to address the growing need for skilled professionals in the architecture, construction and engineering industries – a shortage that could become a crisis if current trends continue – the ACE Mentor Program serves high school youth who are exploring careers in Architecture, Construction, or Engineering.  The Colorado ACE Mentor chapter is part of a nationwide program of outreach and mentoring for students in 106 markets across the country where ACE has a presence. The mentors are professionals from leading design and construction firms who volunteer their time and energy. The program is designed to engage, inform, and challenge youth. 

“The construction industry is the second-largest employer in the U.S. With 50 percent of all buildings that will exist by the year 2030 not even built yet, it is a growing industry.  However, current statistics project that the need for qualified, skilled individuals working in the field will far exceed the supply, with over 1 million job openings by 2012. This is a crisis that we cannot afford – the growth of our country depends on finding solutions,” said Dr. Charles H. Thornton, Founder and Chairman of ACE. 

Jeff Mack joined Turner Construction Company in June 1999 as Manager of Business Development and was promoted to General Manager in September 2004.  He oversees operations for Turner’s Colorado/Wyoming/Utah Business Unit. 

Richard O’Brecht  served as chief executive officer of the Associated General Contractors of Colorado from 1985 to 2007.  His industry accomplishments include founding the Colorado Building Industry Coalition (CBIC), a coalition of industry associations dedicated to developing private programs to involve women and minority firms in Colorado’s commercial building industry.  He was also a founding member and official “historian” of the AGC Labor and Employment Law Council, a group of nationally prominent labor attorneys representing the construction Industry. 

John Norris has been producing outstanding landscape architectural work for both the private and public sectors for nearly 26 years. Since opening Norris Design in 1985, the firm has grown to employ over 90 professionals.  Its influence extends into Arizona, Nevada, Utah, Wyoming, the Chicago area, Mexico, Haiti, the Middle East, and China. 

Jeff Hinners is Vice President and Branch Manager at Valleycrest Landscape Development, the nation’s largest landscape and site construction company.  He has over 20 years of experience in landscape architecture and site construction.  

About the ACE Mentor Program

The ACE Mentor Program was founded by the principals of leading design and construction firms, to introduce high school students to career opportunities in the industry. The mission of the organization is twofold: to enlighten and motivate students toward architecture, construction, engineering, and related careers; and to provide mentoring opportunities for future designers and constructors. ACE makes a special attempt to reach students that otherwise may not become aware of the challenges and rewards of a career in the design and construction industry.
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