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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE




         CONTACT:  Pamela R. Mullender

Executive Director

203-323-8550

pmullender@acementor.org
ACE MENTOR PROGRAM ANNOUNCES SECOND ANNUAL LEGACY AWARDS
--- Recognize Professionals from Architecture, Construction and Engineering Industries ---

Stamford, CT, November 19, 2007 - The Architecture, Construction and Engineering Mentor Program (ACE) has named the recipients of its second annual ACE Legacy Awards, which recognize professionals for their dedication to mentoring programs and fostering interest among high school students entering their fields. 
This years Legacy Award winners are: Architecture - M. Arthur Gensler Jr., Chairman of Gensler; Construction - John J. Flynn, President of the International Union of Bricklayers & Allied Craftworkers (BAC); and Engineering - Anthony J. Guzzi, President and Chief Operating Officer of EMCOR Group.

“This year’s Legacy Award recipients have been instrumental in advocating mentorship to advance ACE’s mission of enlightening students and increasing awareness of career opportunities in architecture, construction and engineering and related areas,” said Dr. Charles H. Thornton, Founder and Chairman of ACE. “We applaud their commitment, generosity, dedication, and belief in our young students.”

This year’s award recipients set the standard for ACE members across the country. Mr. Gensler was recognized for his employees’ mentoring of ACE students across the country, which resulted in the New York Team finishing second in the first annual ACE/CIRT national competition. Mr. Flynn was recognized for his influential advocacy for ACE and the longtime support of the organization by BAC and its labor management trust, The International Masonry Institute (IMI), which has hosted hundreds of students around the country at its training facilities. Mr. Guzzi was recognized for his direction and leadership in making EMCOR the first of ACE’s national sponsors to make the ACE Mentor Program its number-one, company-wide workforce development program.   

ACE is dedicated to educating students across the country about jobs in architecture, construction and engineering and providing mentoring to those students interested in pursuing related careers. The organization recently launched an initiative backed by a coalition of the market’s top companies - including Turner Construction, EMCOR Group, PSI, Gilbane Building Company, and McGraw Hill Construction, among many others - to address the growing need for skilled professionals in the field. The program includes localized outreach and mentoring to students in the 106 markets across the country where ACE has a presence, and beyond. It also includes national advertising, a newly designed website (www.acementor.org), and collateral materials, including a range of posters and a brochure, all designed to engage students, parents, and educational institutions and communicate the potential of careers in architecture, construction, engineering, and related fields. 
According to McGraw-Hill Construction, the U.S. construction industry employs over 7 million people and generates over $230 billion per year, accounting for more than 8 percent of activity in the economy and more than 10 percent of all businesses. However, current statistics project that the need for qualified, skilled individuals working in the field will soon far exceed the supply, with over 1 million job openings by 2012. The ACE Mentor Program is dedicated to filling that gap by helping to identify students and nurture them as they embark on careers in the field.  
About the ACE Mentor Program

The ACE Mentor Program was founded by the principals of leading design and construction firms, to introduce high school students to career opportunities in the industry. The mission of the organization is twofold: to enlighten and motivate students toward architecture, construction, engineering, and related careers; and to provide mentoring opportunities for future designers and constructors. ACE makes a special attempt to reach students that otherwise may not become aware of the challenges and rewards of a career in the design and construction industry. Visit us at www.acementor.org.
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