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For Immediate Release
ACE Frederick Affiliate Wins ACE National Design Competition

Washington, DC, May 3, 2011— The Frederick, Maryland Affiliate of the ACE
(Architecture, Construction, and Engineering) Mentor Program was recently named
champion of the CIRT-ACE national design competition—their second national title in
four years. The championship team received a $3,000 scholarship contribution for the
Frederick Affiliate.

The project submitted by the Frederick team, Baltimore Health Solutions: Serenity
Health Care, focuses on providing a calming atmosphere for health care facility
visitors. The Frederick team consisted of eight second-year Frederick area high school
students: Jeff Bowersox, Alex Chepkoit, Scott Kindl, Savanah Krause, Malini Nambiar,
Marcus Printz, Electra Sherlock and Rachel Wolford. ACE mentors Bryan Burke,
Steve Ritz, Michelle Gonsalves, and Dick Payne dedicated their efforts to helping the
team achieve this honor.

Bryan Burke, the lead mentor for the second-year students, was “very proud to be
associated with the students on the team. They (the students) worked very diligently
and intelligently on the project at hand and they learned a great deal about the design
process and how to apply it to any project.” Burke commented that “Savanah Krause
was a great Project Manager and was able to keep the team on track, as well as tap
into and utilize all of the talent on the team. Malini Nambiar amazed the judges at the
presentation; | knew that we had won less than a minute into her presentation, just
based on the confidence that she was projecting.”

Savanah congratulated the team for a “superb job” and “thanked everyone for all their
hard work and dedication to the team project.” She was “proud of everyone for all the
thought, time, and heart they put into the project.” “Being Part of the ACE Mentor
Program has been an extraordinary experience. | have learned a lot: teamwork,
proper presentation skills, new “green” technologies, building structures, design
process, scheduling, set goals to follow through with, and about all different types of
engineering. | have made many great friends and met many miraculous people
including other students, mentors, and even CEOs of major construction industries.
They have all helped in my learning experience, plus have greatly impacted and
influence me to truly fulfill my dream of becoming an architect.


mailto:FrederickMD@ACEMentor.org

My wish is to come back to the ACE Mentor Program in the future as a mentor, to
share the excellent experience with future students teaching them what | learned from
the outstanding program.”

Construction Industry Round Table (CIRT) is comprised of a panel of industry leaders
that judge the CIRT-ACE national design competition. This year, CIRT-ACE received
37 entries from ACE Affiliates across the country, the highest number of entries
submitted since this competition began. After the preliminary competition, three
national finalists were selected to participate in the final competition at CIRT’s spring
conference. In addition to the Frederick team, affiliates from New York City and San
Francisco Bay Area were also selected to present their projects to the panel of
industry executives at the annual CIRT Conference.
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The winning team from left-to-right: Jeff Bowersox, Marcus Printz, Savanah Krause, Alex Chepkaoit,
Malini Nambiar, and Electra Sherlock (Not pictured: Scott Kindl and Rachel Wolford)
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