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SAVE THE DATE 
 
National Mentoring Month 
 

Thank Your Mentor Day 
Friday, January 21, 2011 

 
 

WINTER 2010 CALENDAR 
 
November 2011 

• November 6. Coolidge/ASLA Legacy Project – I 

• November 8. Mentor Event – ATF Tour 

• November 13. Coolidge/ASLA Legacy Project - II 

 

December 2011 

• December 17. NOI for CIRT Competition Due 

• Holiday Break 

 

January 2011 

• TBD. National Mentoring Month Open Houses 

• January 21. Thank Your Mentor Day 

• January 27. Winter Board Meeting 

 

February 2011 

• TBD. ACE Scholarship Applications Go Live 

 

March 2011 

• March 15. CIRT Competition Entries Due 

Executive Director’s Note 
Trisha Grant, LEED AP 

 

Dear Supporters of ACE, 
 

In addition to our stellar volunteers, we would like to 
thank the Hattie M. Strong Foundation for their 
generous donation this fall; as well as Citigroup for 
their financial support. McKissack & McKissack has 
also signed on for a second year as the Premier 
Sponsor to support administration and operations. 
  

Our first ever Fall Panel Discussion fundraiser was a 
huge success and raised thousands of dollars to 
sustain our mentor teams for the upcoming mentor 
year. Thank you again to all of our participants, 
sponsors and supporters. 
 

Our latest Mentor Appreciation Event was an 
exclusive tour of the Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives headquarters in Washington, DC. ACE 
Mentors enjoyed VIP treatment and a behind-the-
scenes look at this highly-secure facility, courtesy of 
GSA’s Chris Hillegas.  
 

For the 2010-2011 mentor program year, we are up 
to twenty-three (23) high school mentoring teams and 
anticipate serving over 250 local area students. 
 

January is National Mentoring Month. We hope that 
you will join us for an Open House of a few of our 
mentor sessions. 
 

Lastly, we are a new addition to the Combined 
Federal Campaign - CFC #89925. 
 

Please enjoy our Fall Newsletter! 
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2010 Fall Panel Discussion

Tuesday, October 19 was the ACE 
DC’s first ever Fall Panel Discussion 
event. Guests enjoyed a full 
continental breakfast and a panel of 
speakers moderated by retired 
MWAA Manager Ken Vogel. 

Many thanks to our major Tier 

sponsors….  

Belstar Inc. 

Clark Construction Group, 

LLC  

Gilbane Building Company 

McKissack & McKissack  

Parsons Brinkerhoff  

Rummel, Klepper & Kahl, LLP 

Skanska  

 

We truly appreciate the time and 
effort put into making this event 
a success by GSA’s Shapout 
Ebadi; Clark’s Mo Hosseini; 
AECOM’s Bob Perry;  DDOT’s 
Nick Nicholson; WTHF’s Kathy 
Barnes; CMAA’s Bruce 
D’Agostino; and ASCE 
representative David Mongan. 
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Coolidge/ASLA Legacy Project 
 

 

The ACE Coolidge High School 
Team and the American Society 
of Landscape Architects’ (ASLA) 
Potomac Chapter, in conjunction 
with community partners and the 
Coolidge Alumni Association, 
have just completed Phase II 
construction of the 2010 Legacy 
Project. 

The 2010 Legacy Project will 
serve as a community park that 
will be utilized as a living lab for 
lessons in landscape 
architecture, project 
management, teamwork and 
horticulture. 
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Over one hundred volunteers 
came out on Saturday, 
November 6th and 13th to help 
plant, mulch, clean and 
beautiful the front acres of 
Coolidge High School. Ward 4 
Councilmember Muriel Bowser 
came out to lend her support, 
giving the morning’s keynote 
speech. Other community 
supporters include the General 
Services Administration, 
District Department of the 
Environment, Office of Public 
Education Facilities 
Modernization (OPEFM), the 
Fenty Administration and 
several architecture, 
engineering and construction 
industry partners. 
 
Each year, the ASLA partners 
with the ACE affiliate in the 
host city of their Annual 
Meeting to create a Legacy 
Project – a community driven 
initiative to put to use the 
generous donations of ASLA 
Conference exhibitors’ 
donations. This year’s Legacy 
Project chair was Ms. 
Elizabeth Miller, ASLA, a 
senior urban planner/designer 
with NCPC’s Physical 
Planning Division. The final 
phase of the project will take 
place in Spring 2011. 
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In general, the main identifying goals of the  
ACE DC Affiliate are: 
 

• Mentors (industry professionals, tradesmen, etc.) 

   for the school year 

• Guest Speakers/Mentors (a presentation periodically to    

   students) 

• Construction/Site Tours of projects 

• Donations/Grant opportunities 
 
If you know of any opportunities, or other items of 
interest to ACE DC, please feel free to contact Executive 
Director Trisha Grant at tgrantdcaffiliate@acementor.org.

Join the ACE Mentor Program of 
America National LinkedIn page.  
 
Get connected to fellow mentors and other 
industry professionals here: 
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=2182867 

 
 

Use eBay Missionfish to Support the ACE Mentor 
Program of the Greater Washington Metro Area 
 
Donate items to the ACE DC for auction. Or make an impact 
when you shop and contribute directly from PayPal.  
 
http://donations.ebay.com/charity/charity.jsp?NP_ID=35582  

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 

President – Christine Merdon 
Architect of the Capitol 
 
Treasurer – Scott Damiecki,  
Watkins Meegan, LLC  
 
Communications – John Gudgel 
McGraw Hill 
 

Stephen Ayers – Architect of the Capitol 

Ozzie Belcher, Belstar Inc. 

Anthony Dean, Prince George’s County Public 

Schools 

Lou Couture, URS Corporation  

Mark Drury, Shapiro and Duncan 

Chris Dunlavey – President, Brailsford & 

Dunlavey 

John Fetty, John Fetty Associates 

Diane Hartley, Clark Construction Group, LLC 

Christian Jahrling, Turner Construction 

Company 

Thomas James, GSA, Public Building Service 

Danelle Prezioso – McDonough Bolyard Peck, 

Inc 

Robert Kight, Prince George’s County Public 

Schools 

Scott Kratz, National Buildings Museum 

Gunnar Lucko, Ph.D. – Catholic University of 

America, Department of Civil Engineering 

Mark Luria, Gilbane Building Company 

John Martinez, Muse Architects 

Jerry Miles, KBR 

Jim Needham –MWAA, IAD Office of 

Engineering, Construction Department 

Leslie Payne, American Society of Civil 

Engineers 

Kim Roddis, George Washington University 

Robert Wallace, Wilson Elser, Moskowitz, 

Edelman & Dicker,LLP 

Enor Williams, Delon Hampton 

Kassinda Williams – Holder Construction 

Company 

Mike Withers – M.A. + Associations, LLC 

 
ACE now participates in the 

Combined Federal Campaign. 
Support our cause with CFC 

#89925. 


