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March 2010 Frederick Affiliate 

ACE Mentor Program 

Letter from the Chairperson  
 

Our fifth year of the ACE mentoring program of Frederick is well 
underway. We have eight student teams in three different venues 
with student representative from all of the Frederick County High 
Schools, as well as a student from Montgomery County and St. 
Johnôs Prep. The students have been introduced to many of the 
fields in our industry buy local experts.  They have worked on several 
team projects such as testing the strength of Popsicle structures and 
design and constructing pipe systems to partition certain quantities of 
water. But most of all they have been working on their teamôs 
projects for the final presentation in April. 
 

We are delighted to announce that the Final Presentations will be 
held April 28

th
 at the FSK Holiday Inn from 6:30 PM to 9:00 PM. It 

is a joy to see the results of all of the hard work these students have 
put into their projects. I look forward to this event each year. Please 
donôt hesitate to pass this information on to others that you think  
might be interested in our program.    

 
Thank you for all your support! 

 
A 2006 graduate of Middletown High School 

and recent graduate from the University of 
Pittsburgh with a degree in Civil and 
Environmental Engineering and a certificate in 
Nuclear Engineering, Kyra Davis is the first 
student in the ACE Mentor Program Frederick 
Affiliate to be hired into a company within the 
Architecture, Construction Management and 
Engineering fields. Kyra participated in the 
very first ACE Frederick class during her 
senior year in high school.   
 
ñBeing a part of ACE gave me many helpful 

contactsò, Kyra says. ñCarol Ritz, in particular, 
constantly kept in touch with me throughout my 
college career.ò Kyra knew she wanted to 
return to Frederick to work. In December, her 
childhood goal was realized when Bechtel 
hired her into their Environmental Staff 
department as a Nuclear/Environmental 
Engineer, performing work involving licensing 
activities for new nuclear projects. 

 

Graduate of First  ACE 

Frederick Class Joins 

Bechtel as New College Hire 

ACE Alumni 
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Kyra Davis talking to a group of students at the College Summit 

 

College Summit  
 

ACE has been in action for 5 years and over the years has maintained contact with many alumni. On January 6, 
2010, ACE held a College Summit for alumni to reunite with the program and talk to fellow ACE students about the 
benefits of ACE and their college experiences. This was also an opportunity for the alumni to talk to current employees 
about internships and summer hire opportunities. 

 

¶ At this yearôs College Summit a total of 17 alumni were present along with 53 ACE students.  

¶ The College Summit is a successful event because it allows ACE students to receive feedback from students 
currently in college, and recently graduated from high school who have just gone through the college-search 
process.  

¶ They were able to ask questions and learn from what the alumni have done and would have done differentlyðin a 
sense the Alumni became the mentors!  

¶ The alumni at this yearôs College Summit came from a wide variety of schools; Virginia Tech, University of 
Maryland, Penn State University, University of Pittsburgh, Frederick Community College and others.  
 

When asked to share his thoughts on the summit, Bryan Burke, ACE Chairperson, stated ñI always enjoy visiting with 
the alumni from our program. Itôs interesting to witness how the intelligence, enthusiasm, curiosity, and tenacity they 
exhibited when they participated in the ACE program contribute to their development into professional men and women. 
However, itôs more rewarding to watch them pass these traits on to the current ACE students so that they can obtain 
the most from our program.ò   

 
The College Summit had an excellent outcome and fulfilled the purpose of keeping the alumni involved in the ACE 

program. ACE becomes a cycle:  ACE Student, ACE Alumni, and ACE Mentor which will continue to keep the program 
growing over the years.   
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Field Trip to new Linganore High School 
On December 30, 2009, Team Linganore from ACE visited 
the new Linganore High School building that is under 
construction.  Joe Dattoli, Frederick County Public Schools 
Director of Construction Management hosted the trip. 
 
The student team is participating in a national competition to 
ñdesign the ideal school.ò The field trip to the construction site 
of the new Linganore High School provided insight into the 
design and construction process, revealing issues that the 
typical user ï students and teachers ï would not be aware of. 
Team member, Andrew Manny, said of the trip, ñI learned a 
lot about things we will have to consider in our design, such 
as HVAC locations and fireproofing methods. We all took 
plenty of notes and we have a better understanding of what 
goes into school construction. All in all, it was a really neat 
experience.ò 
 
ACE would like to thank FCPS for sponsoring this field trip 
that was truly beneficial to all involved. 

Attent ion Seniors 

2009-2010 Scholarship Applicat ion Process 
 

The Scholarship Application process has been streamlined to make it easier for you to apply online.   Just follow the steps 
below: 
 

¶ Go to the ACE website www.acementor.org and click on the Students tab at the top of the page 

¶ Click on the Scholarships link in the left hand corner 

¶ Follow the instructions listed on the Scholarship page 

¶ Be sure to include a transcript, teacher recommendation and mentor recommendation  
 

 

Submit your application by March 31, 2010 to be considered for a scholarship 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From Left to Right: Roger Fritz, FCPS Construction Dept.; Jean Smith, 
BOE Member; Bill Moeschler, Oak Contracting; Hannah Triebel; Dave 
Toth, Oak Contracting; Don Porter, building architect with Grimm and 
Parker; John Lucas; Ryan Hall; Brandon Wagner; Spencer Van Deusen; 
Andrew Manny and Matthew Newcomer 

 

http://www.acementor.org/

