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SAVE THE DATE! FALL FUNDRAISER
Join us for our 3rd annual ACE Mentor of Greater Akron-Canton 
Conference focused on Economic Development in the Akron-Canton area: 
Opportunities, Trends, Updates. Help us support another great year of 
mentorship for the ACE Mentor Program of Greater Akron-Canton! 
All funds raised through luncheon ticket sales and donations help raise 
money for student scholarships and to support the program. Your 
donation is tax-deductible.

DATE		Thursday, September 12th, 2024 LOCATION
507 South Cleveland Massillon 
Road Fairlawn, OH 44333

More details will be sent via our newsletter and email blasts soon! Want to join our mailing list? Email akroncantonoh@acementor.org.

Our featured design project this year is a Tiny 
House community development.  

Our students are being asked to design a Tiny House(s) to 
accommodate a young family of 2-3 people. A sustainable 
element and project estimation report among other 
deliverables will be presented at our Year End Banquet!  
We are very excited to see what each team is able to 
design!

THIS YEAR’S PROJECT

2023 - 2024 School Year 
This school year we supported Akron Early College, Ellet 
CLC, Firestone CLC, Garfield CLC, and Timken Career 
Campus.  We also offered a pilot of our program to Barberton 
High School students. 

Actively Participating

54 Students / Mentors 34

Our Lady of the Cedars

mailto:akroncantonoh%40acementor.org?subject=


2024 SCHOLARSHIPS AND AWARD WINNERS!
Since our affiliate’s inception in 2017, we have awarded over $130,000 in scholarships to 23 students with an 
additional $26,000 in ACE National Scholarships.  Our most recent scholarship award winners are:

• Eliyah Surles ($7,500) enrolled at Kent State University for Architecture
• Niemah Wahid ($5,000) enrolled at Stark State for Architecture
• Aaron Porter ($4,000) enrolled at Kent State University for Architecture
• Hunter Himebaugh ($4,000) enrolled at Roberts Wesleyan for Mechanical Engineering
• Amyna Sphapmixay ($3,000) enrolled at Kent State University for Architecture
• Carter Friend ($3,000) enrolled at Kent State University for Architecture
• Quinn Milton ($1,500) enrolled at Ohio State for Biomedical Engineering
• Franco Virola ($1,000) enrolled at Kent State University for Chemistry

In an effort to see our Alumni through their college careers, we have been able to award over $18,000 in Alumni 
Scholarships. Our most recent Alumni Scholarship recipients are:

• Melissa Adrion ($2,000) enrolled at The University of Akron for Mechanical Engineering
• Allison Agosti ($2,000) enrolled at the University of Cincinnati for Architecture
• Caley Barnett ($2,000) enrolled at the University of Akron for Civil Engineering
• Mason Reith ($2,000) enrolled at Stark State College for Electrical Engineering
• Madelyn Searle ($2,000) enrolled The University of Akron for Mechanical Engineering
• Amir Stokes ($2,000) enrolled at the Ohio State University for Mechanical Engineering

Thank you to our college partnerships in Kent State, Stark State, Mount Union, and the University of Akron for 
matching our scholarships for our students!

“The ACE program has 
helped prepare me for the 
build industry by exposing me 
to the software that the field 
uses from the start and also 
has given me the opportunity 
to shadow a firm and create 
amazing connections. I felt 
like these opportunities have prepared me 
above some of my peers and have helped me be 
successful in my internships.” - Allison Agosti

COMMENTS FROM THE 2023 END OF YEAR STUDENT SURVEY

“ACE gave me the resources to 
obtain scholarships and gain 
real-world work experience. It 
also allowed me to participate 
in projects that gave me an idea 
of what the projects that I would 
work on in the future are like.” 
- Melissa Adrion

“My experience at ACE working 
with other students as well as 
mentors allowed me to feel more 
confident in how to navigate our 
team dynamic allowing us to 
complete all of our assignments 
on time and to the best of our 
ability.” - Amir Stokes

“It is because ACE Mentorship has kept 
me along the path of college since I 
joined, they got me the opportunity 
to intern at Diebold Nixdorf, they are 
guiding me along my college journey, 
they are helping me with scholarships, 
and the early learning I did in ACE 
helped me to develop my interests in 
engineering.” - Mason Reith



2023-2024 Mentors & Representative Firms
• David Kozy, First Energy
• Nick Loukas, Canton City Engineering
• James Meyer, JACCO
• Dana Mitchell, Prime AE
• Ben Rantilla, Hasenstab Architects
• Brian Rentsch, Turner Construction
• Dan Sager, Ruhlin Company
• Joyce Seal, Ohio Desk
• Matt Sibila, Coon Restoration & Sealants
• Jared, Singer, SGA Engineers
• Bill Small, Canton City Schools
• Sara Stucky Sayner, Stucky Sayner Architects
• John Varga, Scheeser Buckley Mayfield
• Isaac Veon, SES LLC
• Leroy Wertz, Wertz Geotechnical Engineering
• Brandon Williamson, Welty
• Bruce Wolff, Hasenstab Architects 

2023-2024 Board of Directors
• Peter Strawman, Chair, Summit Construction
• Michele Kiernan, Vice Chair, IRG Realty
• Bill Small, 2nd Vice Chair, Canton City Schools
• Dennis Check, Past Chair, Hasenstab Architects
• Jeremy Michael, Treasurer, Sikich
• Dr. Ala Abbas, University of Akron
• Loay Al-Zube, University of Mount Union
• Chris Bader, GPD
• Latrice Beverly, PRIME AE
• Renato Camacho, Akron-Canton Airport
• Chris Gibson, Welty

A very special THANK YOU to the Marketing and Event Planning Committees!

• Dana Adkins, Prime AE
• Chris Bader, GPD Group
• Latrice Beverly, Prime AE
• Chad Bradley, Atlas Technical Consultants
• Kevin Brown, Kent State
• Taylor Cline, CESO
• Nick Davis, Hasenstab Architects
• Mark Diekmann, Hasenstab Architects
• Alan Dravenstott, Diebold
• Amber Duco, Hasenstab Architects
• Mark Enos, Danmark Engineering
• Amy Harmon, Scheeser Buckley Mayfield
• Elenor Huntley, Sol Harris Day Architecture
• Brian Jones, Diebold
• Eric Kelly, Prime AE
• John King, Diebold
• Steven Kolarik, Environmental Design Group 

Akron Early College - Janice Weaver and Felica Ross, Barberton High School - Michael Andric, Wendi 
Damm, and Angela Kenkler, Ellet CLC - Ron Boldry and Monica Sprain, Firestone CLC - Cassandra Hanna, 
Kim Hackett, and Dexter Dave, Garfield CLC - Clayton Cundiff and Jackie Harkness, McKinley - Paul 
Donatelli and Bill Small

• Suat Gunhan, Kent State
• Tamiko Hatcher, Canton City Schools
• Dana Mitchell, Prime AE
• Don Obermeier, CESO
• Matt Sibila, Coon Restoration & Sealants
• Sara Stucky Sayner, Stucky Sayner

Architects
• Chirstopher Van Blargan, KNR Legal
• Bill Willoughby, Kent State
• Elizabeth Winter, Akron Public Schools
• Geoff Wopershall, Stark State

Thank you to our Academy Coaches and Teacher Champions that support our program




