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WELCOME

Thanks for your interest in the ACE Mentor Program
of Connecticut! We hope that this presentation will
give you a better understanding of our award-winning
program for high school students and inspire you to
further explore your interests in Architecture,
Engineering, and Construction.

DAN THORNTON, AIA

President, ACE Mentor Program of Connecticut

Associate Principal, JCJ Architecture
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AN INTRODUCTION TO ACE
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e A volunteer after-school program
for high school students, 9-12

WHAT IS AGE?

e An opportunity to experience
construction industry professions

e (Gaining mentorship from
knowledgeable professionals

e Exciting hands-on activities

e Designing a project as a team
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AGE MENTOR PROGRAM QUICK FACTS

— At the 70+ local affiliates, ACE Mentor Programs actively
engage with their communities, bringing together students,
educators, and industry professionals.

— The program is offered free of charge. ACE students
come from nearly 2,000 high schools.

— Over 5,000 ACE volunteer professionals give back to their
communities while also developing the skills it takes to
become a leader in their firm.

— The estimated annual value of their in-kind services totals
$22.4 million.

— Since its start, ACE has awarded nearly $47 million in
scholarships to students intending to study industry-related

47 M fields in college or enter a skilled trades training program.
— In 25-26, over 1,300 students (including alums) received

DOLLARS over $5 million in scholarships.

— ACE Mentor registered more than 14,000 high school
students in the last year.

— 41% of ACE Mentor seniors going into higher ed are 1st
generation (27% nationwide: NCES).

— More than 900 high school students are participating in paid
Summer Workplace Experiences and Summer Camps.

— Qver 40% of ACE students identify as women, and 70%
identify as people of color.

— Through the Transformative Partners Program, ACE
provides access to higher education resources and ongoing
support services from post-secondary education all the way
through to career. ACE currently has over 700 college
students to date.
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ARCHITECTURE

- Architects
- Interior Designer
- Landscape Architects

CONSTRUCTION

- Construction Managers
- Estimators
- Schedulers

ENGINEERING

- Civil & Structural Engineers
- Mechanical & Plumbing Engineers
- Electrical & Technology Engineers

LEARN FROM THE PROS
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WORKING WITH ALL A-E-C PROFESSIONS

By ———

e Simulating a real project team with
Architecture, Engineering, and Construction
professionals

e Opportunity to explore all disciplines

e Looking at a project from all angles; owner,
city, design team, construction team

e Trying new methods of communication; CAD,
drawings, physical and digital models




[ DESIEN PROGRAM ]

DOTENTIAL SPACES TO BE INCLUDED

Whike designing, we ask that you pay specific atantion 10 the structura of the bullding and bring a high level of craft to he
proposal. Sustainabiléy & 3 major consideration, so we ask that you accomplish all of these tasks at a reasonabie oost whie
keeping a carbon neutral fooloint. As such. the prowct should be limiled in scale, mater|al chaices. and constructon lechngues
while stil realzing a brilliant spatiel and programematic desgn. A cost estimate wil be rquested as a part of the project 2s well.

« Motting ! Corfference Rooms (Large and Smal) :

+ ‘Bittosss g =y y [ UILDNG TOTAL: 6.900 S0FT 1

*  Hisloric Exhibit Area / Displays Note: Exterior spaces (GardansiParkinglele.) square fsotage

» Admiristrator Office s not caleudated Info total Market Complax square footage

+  Calerng (Cols Kitchen) Preparaton Room

¢ Sacond Floor (full Stze)

- Seasonal Indoor Vendor Market Booths 81/ [ TOTAL BUOGET: 31350008 1

+  Support Rooms (Tollets, Elevator, Mechanical/Electric)

+  Cooking Equipment {Cookj Room Note: Budget 1akes into account total costs of both the Madket

*  MEP Equipment / Maintenance Room Compiex and site companents, Budgat is subject i change &

Seasonal External Vondor Covred Booths 1010 based on tha Ces griars enhincemonts 1o the design prompl

3
Stuents | Taams must submil ona (1) dighal copy of ek complele design proposil. All malorials will bacoma tha property of
the AGE Martor Program. All preser submitied to your o later than 11:58 PI. on May

21st, 2025, No submissions will be accepied after this date and fime ar s any other (ocation, Each submssion must conten &
-

the Sallowing in‘ormiation.

*  Description af the design proposal. Students shoud provide a description of the development propasal, inclading the
Toliowing;

Floor Plans, exioror elevations. and extarior matenial selection.
= Proposed structural, mechanical, and bulding systems.
- Proposed Gesen bulding and she strategies.
- Estimated cost and approxmate schecule for compietion,
- Archiecursl Renderngs showcasing the Desigr

[ CAITIAL THINKING 155085 ]
How does the new Farmer's Markel relate to Bhe existing

site utilities and adjacent siructures?
- Should # be less infegrated or more integrated?

How Boas the new facace affec! the landscape?
Dces your plan respond te the suggestad program?
I the concep: Oevelopment approprats for your design? Does it respand ta s conext, both physical and climatic?

I e s refationsh the best for your Maket? Does ftutiize structure in the design?

Whal ohysical actvilies happen = 3nd arourd the bulting?  [iggs the Farmar's Market & site context incorporate unique
- Ave the spaces soproprats for Mose acivties? MEF design?

TEAM DESIGN PROJECT

GREEN SPACE
1K




TEAM DESIGN PROJECT




TEAM DESIGN PROJECT
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e Find your Passion!

WHY JOIN ACE?

e Experience Construction Professions
BEFORE College

e Mentorship from Skilled Professionals

e Develop New Skills
e Qualify for Scholarships

e Have Fun!




WHAT'S THIS GOING TO GOST?

ACE MENTOR PROGRAM IS FREE T0 STUDENTS.

Our aim is that every interested student can participate.

e There is no fee for students to participate.

e Hospitality and Supplies are donated by supporting
Firms.

e We may also be provide parking & bus vouchers when
required.

e Our Mentors are trusted AEC professionals,
volunteering their time because of their passion for
the industry and helping others.




SESSION STRUCTURE

q
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SESSION STRUGTURE

* Teams meet weekly or bi-weekly for about 16 sessions.

* The meeting day varies by team, with options on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, or Thursdays.
* Sessions will occur October through February or May.

* Sessions are hosted at professionals’ offices or community centers.

* Like any team, we encourage you to attend as many sessions as possible.

* Missing two or three sessions over the year is generally fine.

Gw - .

e
*
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CAREER TOPIGS

Construction Management

EXPERT PRESENTATIONS

Architecture
Structural Engineering

Mechanical & Plumbing
Engineering

Electrical & Technology
Engineering

Civil Engineering & Site Analysis
Landscape Design

STORMWATER TREATMENT




HANDS-ON ACTIVITIES

IN ALL DISCIPLINES! >

%

Team Building and Collaboration
Drawing and Visual Expression
Programming and Research
Exterior and Interior Design
Engineering Design

Career Topic-based Activities
Construction Planning




ARCHITECTURE ACTIVITIES




ENGINEERING ACTIVITIES




CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES




STUDENT PROJECT

DESIGN A PROJECT WITH YOUR TEAM!

The Design Project is different for each chapter.
Collaborate on a realistic A/E/C design.

Practice presentation skills with your team.
Specialize your role on the team for your interests.
Present your final work as a team at a public event.

Submit to the ACE National competition (Optional).




ALUMNI + MENTOR SPOTLIGHT




ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT - REGENT SCHOLARSHIPS

¢ _{:

Corina Lowry
Guilford High School
Michael Higgins Scholarship

College: Syracuse University
Major: Architecture

Christian Davis
Hartford Magnet Trinity Coll. Acd.
ACE CT Scholarship

College: Kean University
Major: Architecture

Gwendolyn Leonard
Trumbull High School
ACE CT Scholarship
College: UCONN Storrs

Maijor: Material Science & Eng.

Harper Irwin
Hamden High School
ACE CT Scholarship

College: Worcester Polytechnic
Major: Civil Engineering




ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT - SUCCEEDING IN COLLEGE

Emily Fazzina
Wethersfield High School
Murray Merl Scholarship

College: Roger Williams University
Major: Construction Management

Sushil Menon
Glastonbury High School
ACE CT Scholarship

College: Roger Williams University
Major: Architecture

East Catholic High School
ACE CT Scholarship

College: Quinnipiac University
Major: Civil Engineering

Christina Marcellus
Stratford High School
ACE CT Scholarship

College: University of New Haven
Major: Mechanical Engineering




ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT - RETURNING AS MENTORS

Emily Ruggeri
Project Engineer
Turner Construction

ACE Greater Bridgeport
Chapter Leader

Cornell University
Major: Civil Engineering

Timothy Griffing
Senior Civil Project Engineer
Loureiro Engineering

ACE Greater Bridgeport
Mentor

University of New Haven
Major: Civil Engineering

Ben Chasse
Senior Project Engineer
Newfield Construction

ACE New Britain
Mentor

Wentworth Institute of Tech.

Major: Construction Mgmt

Jesus Amado
Structural Engineer
Pratt & Whitney

ACE Middletown
Mentor

University of New Haven
Major: Mechanical Engineerin
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ACE MENTOR CT FIRMS & SUPPORTERS
Tumer =2 GEm wZav PW(4

E N G I NEE R S
Gilbane Building Company
OSG INDUSTRIES, INC.

fiel
L& ravarin (j salasO'Brien  JCJARCHITECTURE \\\l Biis  PICKARD CHILTON
FUSS & ) 2 Southport
A piglasi O'NEILL ~ |opnsonteele [ cBC i
ANTINOZZI Wichael Horton Associates I, ) i _
ASSOCIATES w S I_AM Tgherﬁggnﬂ MH A I¥ichasiHomen AssodatesInc. Pelli Clarke Pelli Architects Iq CA‘
S Thornton  pofAECHDESGANNIG A ARCADIS — =m=m= '
Clnmberhm Tomase“l

—— Trinity College
ASSOCIATED QAM D

N
CONSTRUCTION architecture

h I w Aewcon Heating S AC

Engineering

1oureiro  Altieri v Hallamacs ~ LANGAN Yale

ENGINEERING & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

INTERNATIONAL KB

I Weston @Sompson Michael Baker
franstorm gour an ronment




NEXT STEPS
QUESTIONS?
USE THE CHAT FEATURE

q
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NEXT STEPS

Y] Register Today! www.acementor.org

vl Complete the Parent Consent Form

vl Mark your calendar for your first session

i —-



http://www.acementor.org/

REGISTER AT WWW.ACEMENTOR.ORG

I8 ACE Mentor Program of Americ: X 4
€ C r @& acementororg

b Prolog Converge @ ADP W Corporate Traveler B BIM 260 Insight @ CLR AECOM Hunt.. 4 IC) ProjectSight €% JCJ Redline Vacation (@) PlanGrid () Zoom 43

ABOUT US @ OLUNTEERS ~  RESOURCES v  GETINVOLVED v

REGISTRATION/LOGIN

ACE Tools  National Programs ~ ACE Stores  Contact Us

E ACE MENTOR
PROGRAM

ARCHITECTURE « CONSTRUCTION - ENGINEERING

click here

RESOURCES

/8

AL, CAREER INFORMATION
i
\

FAQS

TURN YOUR PASSION INTO A

"W

Find a Program

This website uses cookies to improve your experience. If you continue to use this site, you agree with it. Privacy Policy n
hitps://www.acementor.org/get-involved/as-a-student/

Cnehub [ Procore @ IC) Redline

v = 0 X
e % 0@
Other bookmarks

& Sign Into Your Account/Register with a Program

Find a Program
Near You!




REGISTER AT WWW.ACEMENTOR.ORG

< G Q6 tororg/get-involved/as-a-stuc QBw =@ - Bom

® | G Google 4@ ADP @ Vantagepoint Trakstar Perform | J.. W Corporate Traveler 43 Onehub [B BIM360 @ Trimble Connect @ Projectsight @ Zoom (& Procore OpenAsset - JCJ . & JC) Architecture an...  LO LEEDOnline  ® Submittal Exchange (@) PlanGrid > B Other favorites

ACE Tools National Programs ~ ACE Stores  ContactUs  Charles H. Thornton Memorial Scholarship & Sign Into Your Account/Register with a Program

ACE MENTOR
PROGRAM ABOUTUS v STUDENTS v ALUMNI v VOLUNTEERS v

ARCHITECTURE - CONSTRUCTION - ENGINEERING

Find a Program
Near You!

RESOURCES v GET INVOLVED v

then scroll down

REGISTER WITH YOUR LOCAL ACE PROGRAM

If you've determined that your local affiliate is currently accepting new students, you can now
complete the online registration. Please select your local ACE program from the list when

prompted.

All students must register prior to each program year. You also need to complete an electronic

consent form with your parent/guardian to be eligible to join ACE.

Use this guide to help you get through the registration process.
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TEAM SCHEDULES

Bloomfield Bridgeport

at Salas O'Brien at Wakeman Boys & Girls Club
206 West Newberry Road, Bloomfield 595 Madison Ave, Bridgeport

Every other week, October through May Every other week, October through May
Wednesdays from 4:00 pm to 6:00pm Thursdays from 5:00 pm to 6:30pm
Application Deadline: 9/30/2026 Application Deadline: 10/09/2026

First Session: 10/07/2026 First Session: 10/22/2026

Hartford Hartford

at JCJ Architecture at Tecton Architects

120 Huyshope Ave, Suite 400, Hartford 34 Sequassen Street, Suite 200, Hartford
Every week, October through February Every week, October through February
Tuesdays from 4:00 pm to 6:00pm Wednesdays from 4:00 pm to 6:00pm
Application Deadline: 10/06/2026 Application Deadline: 10/07/2026

First Session: 10/13/2026 First Session: 10/14/2026

i —-
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TEAM SCHEDULES

Middletown
at Tighe & Bond

213 Court Street, Floor 11, Middletown
Every other week, October through May
Wednesdays from 4:00 pm to 6:00pm
Application Deadline: 10/07/2026

First Session: 10/14/2026

New Haven
at Newman Architects

265 Church St, New Haven

Every other week, October through May
Thursdays from 5:00 pm to 6:30pm
Application Deadline: 10/01/2026

First Session: 10/22/2026

New Britain
at Kaestle Boos Associates

416 Slater Road, New Britain

Every week, October through March
Tuesdays from 4:00 pm to 6:00pm
Application Deadline: 9/29/2026
First Session: 10/06/2026

New Haven
at Pickard Chilton

980 Chapel Street, New Haven
Every week, October through April
Tuesdays from 5:00 pm to 6:30pm
Application Deadline: 10/01/2026
First Session: 10/13/2026




THANK YOU!

= ¢ ACE MENT ~ PROGRAM|

1
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